
Warren County LEPC Meeting Minutes 
01/18/2024 

 
LEPC Members in Attendance: Sydney Renner, Alyssa Hardin, Frances Ficke, Melissa Bour, Michael Hannigan, Brooke Matzen, Gary Estes, John Franks, Susanne Mason, Martin 
Russell, Dennis Waldbilig 
Virtual Members in Attendance: Gail Rose, Gary Langdon, Matt Bear, Dan Silbersack, Jon Simpson 
Nonmembers in Attendance: Tessa Wagner 

Convene LEPC Chairman Frances Ficke commenced the meeting at 1:30 pm 
Welcome and 
Introductions  

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Frances Ficke introduced herself and went around the room to introduce those in 
attendance. Because there were more members than non-members present a 
quorum was reached.  
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
 
- None 

Review of 
Previous 
Meeting 
Minutes  

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Frances Ficke reported that the previous meeting minutes were sent out to the LEPC 
members for review via email. The motion to approve previous meeting minutes as 
written was made by Chief Hannigan and seconded by Brooke Matzen. Motion 
passed.  
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
 

- None 
 
 

Reports: DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
LEPC Coordinator Update:  
France Ficke reported that the site visit program is coming along and should be 
rolled out 1st quarter of 2024. Bill Harris with L3 Harris had originally volunteered as 
the first site for this program, however, he retired at the end of December. Ms. Ficke 
is now waiting to hear back from Mr. Romaine’s replacements, and if they are not 
interested, she will reach out to other Tier II facilities for the first site visit volunteer. 
 
Warren County EMA Update: 
Sydney Renner reported that the area is dealing with cold weather and EMA has 
been coordinating the opening of warming centers. Ms. Renner also reported that 
EOC upgrades are underway with new screens currently being installed - thank you 
to Telecom for their assistance with these upgrades.  
 
Sydney mentioned that the Total Solar Eclipse is coming on April 8th, 2024, and 
preparedness actions have been underway. Expect many people in the area even 
though Warren County is not in the path of totality. There may be excess traffic 
congestion and more hotel bookings.  
 
Lastly, Ms. Renner stated that Warren County EMA will host multiple upcoming 
training courses. Course flyers will be attached to the end of these meeting minutes. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Training courses hosted by WCEMA 

will be included in the meeting 
minutes. Can also be found at 
https://www.co.warren.oh.us/emerg
encyservices/emergencymanageme
nt/Training/Default.aspx  
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SERC:   
Not present. 
 
Ohio EPA:  
Not present. 
 
Greater Cincinnati Hazmat:  
Brooke Matzen reported they are co-sponsoring LEPC training courses with 
Hamilton County LEPC. These courses are free for LEPC partners. The training 
dates and locations will be listed on the flyers attached to these meeting minutes.  
 
Ms. Matzen also mentioned receiving a grant to perform updates on Command 400. 
During this time, the resource will be offline for an unknown period of time. She will 
share information with partners when the van will be unavailable.  
 
Warren County Health District:  
Matt Bear reported that they went to Dayton and participated in a regional solar 
eclipse tabletop exercise.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Brooke Matzen provided flyers 

about training courses to be 
attached at the end of these 
meeting minutes.  

 
 

 
 

New Business: 
Hazardous 
Materials 
Spills and 
Events in 
Warren 
County  

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
2023 3rd & 4th Qtr. Hazardous Materials Spills & Events:  
 
3rd Qtr. to 4th Qtr. in 2023 gas line strikes had decreased while propane leaks 
increased.  
 
Calls of Note: 

- 8/13/23: Digging for fence post and hit a gas line. 
- 6/21/23: Cleaning out a ditch with an excavator and hit the gas line. 
- 5/30/23: Semi backed into the gas meter behind the building. Hissing sound 

from the meter.  
- 6/15/23: Dog sprayed by skunk, permeated residence. 
- 6/19/23: Alarm going off in basement furnace room. 
- 7/06/23: Fiber Optic ground drilling hit the service gas line with a shovel. 
- 8/26/23: Fiber Optic drilling hit a gas line. 

 
Brooke Matzen noted a helpful video relating to home heating oil safety that could be 
shared with communities. 
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Video link to Home Heating Oil 

Safety: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
C1GH3u__-as 
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Roundtable 
Discussion: 
Partner 
Updates 

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Business:  
Dan Silbersack of P&G reported that Tessa Wagner joined P&G as their new Site 
Environmental Leader. Ms. Wagner introduced herself and said she previously 
worked at the Warren County Conservation District before this new role. Ms. Wagner 
said she will be working with permits and hazmat response.  
 
Commissioner’s Office: 
Martin Russel reported he is the new County Administrator and is continuing the 
transition from his previous role. 
 
Fire Department:  
No Report. 
 
Hospitals:  
Not Present. 
 
Red Cross:  
Gail Rose reported that it had been quiet up until now due to the colder weather.  
They’ve been busy with canteening efforts in Turtlecreek Township.  
 
Ms. Rose also reported that the Red Cross is changing how fire departments sign up 
for smoke detectors. 
 
Sheriff’s Office:  
Not Present. 
 
Solid Waste: 
Susanne Mason reported the 2024 Solid Waste Management Plan (2020 State Plan) 
5-year plan was submitted to Ohio EPA and that she has been busy with many 
different planning meetings.  
 
Telecom:  
Gary Estes reported that the County Commissioners had approved funding for EMA 
weather packs and will continue developing these capabilities. More information to 
come once they are installed.  
 
Transportation:  
No Report. 
 
US/Ohio EPA: 
Not present.  

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
 
- None 
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Weather Service: 
John Franks reported that the Meteorologist in Charge has been putting together 
teams of meteorologists to work with the local metro areas to gain better 
relationships and gather contact information from the local jurisdictions.  
 
Mr. Franks shared that about an inch and a half of snow is predicted for this evening 
into the weekend.  
 
Additionally, he mentioned that NWS has been preparing for the eclipse with State 
EMAs. Mr. Franks noted that the outcome of people will be variable in different 
locations. If it’s an overcast day, there likely will not be much turnout. People may 
make last-minute decisions to not show.  
 

Education:  
 
NASP Safety 
Video - 
Bhopal India 

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Link – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPW05s5-_t0 
 
The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA), authorized 
by SARA Title III, was passed in 1986 in response to concerns regarding the 
environmental and safety hazards posed by the storage and handling of toxic 
chemicals. These concerns were triggered by the 1984 disaster in Bhopal, India, 
caused by an accidental release of methylisocyanate. The release killed or severely 
injured more than 2000 people. 
 
Sydney Renner mentioned that these events are what drive the LEPC to revamp the 
site visit program and verify data from Tier II filings are shared with key partners (i.e., 
fire departments and dispatch) to maintain communication and safety for the 
community.  
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
  
- None 
 

LEPC 
Exercise 2024 
Update 

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Frances Ficke reported that the annual LEPC exercise will be on March 13th, 2024, 
at 9 AM. The tabletop exercise will be hosted at the City of Mason Fire Department 
at 4420 Mason-Montgomery Rd. They are partnering with the City of Mason FD and 
Empire Packaging (across the street from the FD). Ms. Ficke is still working out the 
scenario with the planning committee and still needs one more evaluator for the 
exercise. 
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
  
- None 
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Miscellaneous 
Topics of 
Discussion 

DISCUSSION/CONCLUSION: 
 
Chief Hannigan inquired about the report of “0 government-owned EHS facilities” at 
the bottom of the meeting agenda. The concern was with the knowledge that 
wastewater facilities use chlorine / sulfur dioxide, which are EHS chemicals. After 
double-checking reports within E-Plan, Ms. Ficke and Ms. Renner concluded that the 
government-owned facilities did not have to report as EHS facilities but did file as 
Tier II facilities. None of the government-owned facilities keep sulfur dioxide.  
 
Susanne Mason had a question about the transportation of hazardous waste and if 
any permits were needed. Ms. Mason mentioned an inquiry she received where a 
farmer wanted to drop off sulfuric acid from his farm to a waste facility.  
Ms. Matzen and Chief Hannigan discussed and concluded it likely depends on how 
much was being transported. Additionally, there was concern that the waste facility 
may turn away the farmer’s transport vehicle as there would be a degree of 
uncertainty of what is being transported. It was mentioned that there is a hazardous 
waste disposal service that can come pick up the waste from the farmer rather than it 
being transported by the individual.   
 
Frances Ficke reported the schedule of LEPC meetings for 2024 as follows: 

- May 16th, 2024 
- September 19th, 2024 

 
These meeting minutes as well as other documents from today’s meeting can be 
found on the LEPC’s ShareFile.  
 

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

- LEPC ShareFile link: 
https://warrencountytelecommunicat
ions.ShareFile.com/home/shared/fo
95da5c-a3f3-4fcb-8a5c-
38cfb8746dc9 

Next LEPC 
Meeting Next meeting is May 16th, 2024, at 1:30 pm 

Adjourn A motion to adjourn was made by Brooke Matzen. Seconded by John Franks. The meeting adjourned at 2:06 pm 



 

Warren County EMA Sponsored Training Courses in 2024 
(Flyers with more detailed information can be found in the next few pages) 

 
 OH-289 Public Information Officer Awareness, February 22nd, at the Mason Fire Department 

Station 51 

 PER-229 Intro to CAMEO Suite, March 19th – 21st, at the Warren County EOC 

 OH-386 Mass Fatality Incidents, May 7th – 8th, at the Mason Fire Department Station 51 

 MGT-466 Sport and Special Event Enhanced Risk Management and Assessment, June 25th – 

26th, at the Warren County EOC 

 MGT-475 Crowd Management for Sport and Special Events, August 7th – 8th, at the Warren 

County EOC 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

Greater Cincinnati Hazmat & Hamilton County LEPC Sponsored 
Training Courses in 2024 

(Flyers with more detailed information can be found in the next few pages) 

 

 HazMat IQ: Thursday, January 25th at the Cincinnati Firefighters Local 48 Union Hall 

 HazMat Research Specialist: Tuesday, February 27th at St. Bernard Fire Department 

 Incident Response Considerations for Lithium Battery Emergencies: Wednesday, March 6th at 

Colerain Township 

 Air Monitoring for Flammable Liquids & Gases: Thursday, May 9th at Colerain Township 

 Hospital First Receiver Course: Wednesday, May 22nd at Mercy Health – West Hospital 

 CBRNE IQ: Thursday, May 23rd at Harrison Fire Department 

 Hospital First Receiver Course: Monday, June 10th at The Christ Hospital 

 Hospital First Receiver Course: Tuesday, June 11th at Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical 

Center 

 HazMat IQ: Tuesday, July 23rd at Milford City Hall 

 Air Monitoring for Flammable Liquids & Gases: Tuesday, August 27th at St. Bernard Fire 

Department 

 
 
  



 

 
11. HazMat IQ - Thursday, September 19th at the Evendale Recreation Center 
 
  



 

  



 

  



 

 


